HANDCRAFTS

FIG. 2

In Fig. 2 four stitches have been taken

into the loop seen on the finger in Fig. i,

and  the ends  are being pulled to  close

the loop.

When the working thread is nearly
finished, let it be added to the tail and
take a new thread. Hold the end of
this, with the tail in the left hand, close
to the basket and wind it round the tail
in the ordinary way.

When the base is sufficiently large,
start the sides by laying the tail on top
of the last round instead of outside it
(Fig. 3).

Continue without adding any stitches
until the sides are of the height
desired.

On the last round taper the tail by
cutting off the strands at intervals until
there is only one left. Fasten this down
securely and run the working thread
back inside the last round for about an
inch, and cut both it and the tail strand
off so that they do not show.

This method is known as LAZY
SQUAW stitch, and is illustrated in
Fig. 6.

Another method, which is known as
coiled Indian stitch, is illustrated in

FIG. 3

This shows how the tail is placed when the

sides are to be raised.   The tail should be

pulled rather tightly while the first round is

being worked.

Fig. 4. In this the working thread is
brought forward over the tail and a
stitch is then taken through from the
back. Now pass the working thread
up over the last sewn-down coil, behind
and over the tail, and through from the
back again. The centre is the same
whatever method be used.
One of these two methods should
always be employed for the base of the
basket, as they are very strong and
firm.
Two varieties which may be used
for mats, or for the sides of baskets,
may be seen in Fig. 5. The light part
here is done in coiled Indian stitch,
with four twists round the tail between
the stitches. The border is done in Lazy
Squaw stitch with four twists instead of
one round the tail between the stitches.
In working coloured borders like
. those in Figs. 6 and 7, a coloured strand
is introduced into the tail and this is
used instead of the working thread for
the coloured stitches, the working